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September 22, 2017

INTEGRITY OF FRESHWATER BODIES

BUILDING RESILIENCE AGAINST SEAWATER INTRUSION




THE WORKSHOP

The Madural Sympasium is » biennlal signature event being organized at Madurai as knowledge, management platform for de-
velopment practitioners to share thelr experlences on varlous development themes and to advance thelr collaboration with other
Institutions and the general public. The eighth Madural Sympasium (2017) Is scheduled to be organized during September 20 -
24, 2017 at Madural. The focus of the Madurai Symposium 2017 is on Building Resilience for Sustaining Development. During the
Symposiumi itis proposed to conduct a workshop on “Integrity of Fresh Water Bodies - Building Resilience against Seawater Intru-
sion in Coastal Reglon: DHAN Foundation's experiences and learning in Pennar Basin of Pudhucherry”

ABOUT PENNAR BASIN

The Pennar Basin Extend over states of Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Tamilnadu and Union Territory
of Pudhucherry having an area of 55,213 5q.km with maximum length and width of 433 km and
266 km, The rainfall decreases from 1270 mm at the eastern extremity of thie basin to 762 mm at
the western extremity, This basin is supporting more water resources and the Patential is
14909MCM, of both surface and Ground water in around 39582 Sq.km of Basin areas in Tamilnadu
and Pudhucherry, Pudhucherry ks In over explolitation of Ground water for rrigation and Industrial
| = purposes and having high scope of increased sea water intrusion which penetrate to the adjacent
blocks of Tamilnadu State.

SEA WATER INTRUSION (swi)

Sea water Intrusion arlses out of exploltation of groundwater In the coastal aquifers, thereby upsetting the subterranean balance
between inland freshwater and the persistent ocean. Water flows through the ground as it does in rivers: from high elevation to
low, At the margin of a coastal aquifer, fresh water and sea water mix. When the rate of groundwater pumping increases, the equi-
libariurm shifts. As aquifer levels drop, the seawater trickles in, filling the gaps in the sandy soil. Seawater intrusion is universal prob-
lern, which s not confined only to India, With this background, DHAN Foundation is having field actions at Palas, Varaganadhi and
Pennaiyar basin since 2000 for conserving surface water bodies with community participation aligning with various stakeholders
and rehabilitated 81 water bodies and treated its catchment of 1400ha in Kanchipuram, Villupuram, Cuddalore districts of Tamil-
nadu and Union Territory of Pudhucherry. The experience gained in rencvating these traditional water bodies and also how these
village ponds played major role in addressing seawater intrusion in Southern Part of Pennar basin of Pudhucherry i$ going to be
shared by DHAN Foundation and other stakeholders in this proposed workshop,

. OBJECTIVES

o The objectives of the Workshop is to deliberate the effect of sea water intrusion, the present status of Pudhucherry and the
Importance of reviving surface rain wateér harvesting structures to address the issue

EXPECTED OUTCOME

|_Creallng awareness on Sea water Intrusion In coastal belt and way to address the Issues collectively

» Importance of community participation and involvement in addressing sea water intrusion in this basin

& Aligning with various stakeholders and addressing the issues collectively

® Demonstration and Practicing Water Demand Management Technlgues in Agriculture to reduce pressure on ground water
®  Awareness on impartance of construction , creating and maintaining the Rain water harvesting structure

WORKSHOP

EH_:NN Foundation convenes a daylong Workshop on Integrity of Fresh water = Bullding Resilience against Seawater Intrusion in
Coastal Region and accordingly DHAN invites the community, scholars, research academics, govt officials and other stakeholders
for the betterment of protecting surface water bodies and practicing system to address the seawater intrusion and draw action
Paints for implementation, This workshop is proposed on 22nd Sep 2017 at Tamukkam grounds, Madural, Tamiinadu,

PROGRAMME SCHEDULE

D;D - 10,00 : Registration

10000 - 10,15 : Prayer and welcome

10.05-10.30 ; Purpose and background of the seminar

10,30 = 1045 : Inaugural address: Chairpersons Chief Quest

1045 -11.15 : Lead paper presentation and discussion on lead paper Findings

11.15-11.30 : Tea break

11.30-13.30 : Oral presentations

13.30-14.30 : Lunch break

1430 = 16,00 : Sub-group discussion

1600 = 16,30 : Group presentation and synthesis
30-17.00 : Resolutions and concluding remarks



